CATHERINE   D E '  M E D i c r        441

proceedings of the Guises She made a strong endeavour to
save the lives of many of the prisoners, and we are told "tried
everything she could, even seeking out these new kings 3l in
their chambers, and caressing them"; but without avail, for
the Guises were determined to slay them all It is also note-
worthy (as showing that these condemnatory remarks upon
Catherine in connection with this episode proceed more from
bias than from any solid basis of fact) that although Mary,
Queen of Scots, was likewise present at this execution, and as
Queen of France occupied at least as important a position
at it as the Queen Mother, while also we do not hear of her
having importuned her uncles on behalf of the lives of any of
these prisoners as Catherine had done, yet none have ever
made similar remarks regarding Mary, Queen of Scots, in the
matter.

The fact is that these ladies were all of them women of
their time, and that to look on at an execution of tlus kind
was not the same thing to them as it would be to any one
in these days. France was becoming far too much accustomed
to such cruel deeds for women to fail to grow more or less
callous to such sights. We may also remember that these
ladies could both look on at executions, and also bear them-
selves with calmness and fortitude when their own turn came
to suffer in like manner. Their doing the former is no proof
of cruelty on their part, as it would be in our days. And we
who live in more peaceful times are in error if we impute
cruelty to them owing to our judging their actions by a stand-
ard which relates to an entirely different set of conditions

Catherine now succeeded in getting a council on the subject
of the religious differences assembled at Fontainebleau; and
at this council, notwithstanding the angry frowns of the
Guises and their puppet the King, she spoke boldly against
the policy which was being pursued regarding the Protestants,
and stated that one half the people were Protestants, and
asked sarcastically "if it was supposed that the sword couW